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1/10/72 

Bear Jerry, 

The displeasure you detected last night was not entirely attributable to the 
excess of craiiquiliaation and double-daze of painkiller prescribe d from qy injury. It . 
was close to the loss of a thumb, so lidding the phono, ac you should have understood, 
without ay finally having to toll you, could not but bo disagreeable. I was tired, as 
you also detected, and had gone to bed 'in the hope if ale. ping longer. But these are 
not tho real reason. They merely reduced qy disposition, not to be pointed. Here I will 
bo. If you Understand, as you should, that there is much work I have awaiting me, and 
that typing iu not pleasant, perhaps you eon understand that I do this in what 1 regard 
as your interest. ^ proposed to address, that of " which you are unaware or don't give a 
■damn about. If these or any other reasons account for it, whatever they are, I think you 
should undertake some self -analysis, ou may not r.grec with me anti I'm going to give you 
loss than all tho staples available. Thereafter I will not discuss it simply because I 
have too many other tilings' to do and can’t find time for the?* 

I ought not have to protest the affection I (wo) have for you. Or that we ar e 
glad to hoar from you, or enjoy your visits. 

You have a way cf persisting in whatever whim possesses you at any given minute, 
regardless of anyone elec's feelings, beliefs, attitudes or do class, tions . The Graham 
phono calls ought be enough cmaple, but you should think of other enact duplicates. 

You know I do not keep secrets from you. You go through my files at will, unsupervised, 
take whatever' you want,, sometimes jaeas it up and often don t even replace it or ask 
where it goes if you hav- forgotten. So, ny reluctance with any subject, clearly and 
to your advance- knowledge, hoc, to HOW, had nothing - to do with keeping it front you. 
Therefore, you should assume that if at any tine I am reluct&nct to discuss anything 
on the, phone, X. have a reason, for it. x ou may or may not know or guess the reason, but 
1 Suggest tliat you pwe me tho respect for my desires to honor ny wishes. There has at 
no time hGpn-aay crisis in any of these incidents, least of all on the Graham thing. 

My reluctance to discuss any aspect of this had to be obvious. Despite it you persisted, 
including the making of what you should have known wore juvenile suggestions, the sole 
end product of which could have been to got me to say what you knew I didn’t want to 
say. Nothing in this is intended to sug est that you have los- than tho fine intelligence 
I attribute to you. I m talking about your gaddairaied unthinking bullhoadodness, not 
your intelligence and common sense, which ar; boyond question and exceot for self— 
indulgenecs, or an unusually high order (which make the offense more grevous). What 
in the hell, do you think, that £ need you to tell no to sake tapes? When I wouldn’t 
talks, and .you knew I woultin t tali:, and then I said I wouldn’t tali:, what do you do? 

You .phone Howard, who .was here, knew everything, for I told you that, and you pump him* 

How Howard had no way of knowing that I didn t want anything said of this on the phone, 
so, having no reason not to, he told you. They, jesus Christ, you tell os about it by phene. 

Even if you foci I am wrong, I find trds intolerable, and tho next time it happens 
will "bo "Clio IciB t • 1 iiiVo "too msny real problems to cope with constantly to be even 
slightly an. oyod with the unnecessary arid noro, the inexcusable. I am not going into 
the .reasons for my reluctance to talk about this for three reasons: time, I've already 
told you in general, and it is utterly immaterial. I an entitled to lead my life the' 

.ay I want, do what I want with my work, and if you haven't understood it before, please 
understand it now. I insist upon it. You know I rejected §10,000 to compromise on this. 

Do you need noro? 

t 

, This is not the only related instance* You persisted after I told you I didn't want 
to on getting ny new material on this. Ordinarily I would have sent you copies. How I 
will not. I had planned to take the tape with no when I come to HYo. How I wil not. 

.One obvious reason, as you know well from the oast, is that I want to use what I do ay 
way, where, when and as I want. When you did thinksof which I did not approve on the 



Tiaes-V/olff thing I said what X had to say and dropped it. When you had a juvenile 
objections to the letter I mote Wolff and didn’t want to send it, despite my belief 
this was unbefitting chickeshit, I drop. ed it. 1 did not write Wolff separately, either. 
That was your wish, I felt bound to respect it, and I did. And to this I add that the 
record you made is undtdU kind to hiss and therefore a record that is not congenial to me, 
my interests or, in reality, the totality of truth. But you want 06 cajole, even with 
compromise, os you did it your way, and X let it go. in short, I an not asking' of you 
what 1 do not extend and practise. 

Mow one of the tilings you had best face early is that you ax-e not going to set 
the world on fire with an article critical of t e Times, even if you are lucky enough, 
as I do hope, to get major attention for it. Therefore, eveyrone else doesn't have to 
abandon Ms needs and interest because you ar. bestowing this intended great boon on 
the world. Set it in perspective. It can be an important record. I think in the form you 
have described it already is. hut that is not the end of everything. As you should recall, 
what you pressed me for over my objections is an integral part of ay own book. I will be 
adding a chapter on it. X have done ranch work on it already, despite the pain and handicap. 
All the work I did yesterday I. did with one hand, holding the other erect. Nov I have 
started to use the second, and I'll learn soon enough it is premature and will, in the 
end, delay recory or fuller use. Before you were uo this morning I did about 2,000 more 
words on this. Thus far all you are doing is talking and that in an obj actional way 
(meaning to me, personally), among the things I did this morning is write bat timer a 
long letter. If you now write him one you will reduce the prospects of Ms answering mins. 
More so if you call him. Aside from the fact that you are hardly prepared to cope with 
him or analyze what he is saying, in Graham's or any other formulation, you do not know 
enough to know where he is reasonable or unreasonable, factual or in error. So, I hope 
you will let that alone. 1 have sent him almost four pages of single— space 0 questions. 

I don't think you will think of any important ones I forgot, but if you do, after 1 get 
nisi or record will bo time ©noug .. To put this a different way, which of us do you think 
has the better chance of making a record with him? 

Bad as Graham* 3 article is, it is less so because of sie. He has said ho will 
come back to me. I will not bo surprised if he does not. I will give him plenty of 
time ana then I will write him, telling him that I asa asking questions for use in a 
book of which he knows and that if he fails to answer them 1 will use Ms silence, for 
Christ's sake don't let your ego turn him off. I know he was fed a leak. X'Ms is not 
the first time. I warned Mr; in advance of error, and he made the error. I got more than 
you know from him. Now I can't stop you from doing these tiling-. . I do not allege X 
onjoy a monopoly. But X think you should bo more responsible and less egocentric about 
this, recognize your limitations, and do whatever is necessary to avoid fucking- up. If 
you do, 1 will not forgive you. X have put much too much work into this entire matter 
ana Graham and tire Times to be willing to consider accepting such a thing. Same for 
Heberts. 1 stayed away from him while you were in touch. Now he has come into the 
area of my work and I have written him. By this time J axa writing- this he should have 
that letter. I also phoned him. He bads not returned the call, Maybe he won't. But I’ll 
wait and either way 1 have made enough of a record for my book. 

Among t e other things I did yesterday and before ia write the Archivist, the 
appeals of lice for the agency (each twice), Marshall, a Senator who spoke to marshall, 
Kennedy’s office, Ned, Cyril, NBC v twice), plus doing things by phone whore 1 could 
reverse tne charges. ( Note that the Host has, to date, i^iored this story.) I'm not 
doing nothing and if perfection is not a state of man, I have done the best I could. On 
this aspect I think I am prepared to do more than any other, whetehr or not 1 ay performance 
is as good, as it should ana coulu be. I thins others should leave this aspect alone. No- 
body else has dons any work in it. For purposes of your article, you have no need for any 
Boro uhan Graham's story, if you know your business. 



before I lorget, Ail’s quitting scheu&le is about to change, perhaps 

~;’ 4 v;y ;i ' : » parljaps oast* She bold i*, this a.m. I thiak the now one will be 5 Mondays, 
xuesoays and *hupdaya. tlhera you can, please try and adjust to our plans in phoning. 

a0 " rjr t0 l0; ' k at t}l ° 1130 - ld 033 a«ws 5 : 50 - 7 : 30 . It i. 3 also a relaxing time’ for us. 
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x repeat what I think I told you last night 
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oraham has done in your piece, you are premature in doing anything now. You can’t, for 
crnripi.-:, know what >w.y yot core, what thw other major media, like nowtaaa»a;-JLnec, LIFE, etc., 
.•.ax.!, or nil--- no c no. Xou have no way of knowing whether it will in any way backfire. 

When you have a apace problem already, you should b. asking yourself why you nood'any 
mors for your purposoo than the piece and t c fac u of it. Xou den’ t by any ordinary measure. 
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yon oi chose Jung*:-, in the future. Xou never once gave thought to the fact that 1 have 
a large book, not list an article, aud it is on precisely this subject, ir did you ' • 
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